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was the most dangerous enemy which France
had, the Directors determined to strike a blow
at her by invading Egypt, as a preliminary
step to the conquest of British India. Napo-
leon was put in command of the expedition,
and in July, 1798, he landed at Alexandria.
This city fell after a short resistance, and
Cairo was taken within the same month,
after the sanguinary Battle of the Pyramids.
In August the word reached the army in
Egypt that Nelson had annihilated the
French fleet in the Bay of Aboukir. All
means of return to Europe for the French
were thus cut off; but Napoleon, having sup-
pressed with rigor a riot in Cairo, advanced
to attack the Turkish forces assembling in
Syria. He took El Arish and Gaza and
stormed Jaffa; but after sixty days' siege he
was compelled to abandon the attempt to
capture Acre, which was defended by a Turk-
ish garrison, assisted by Sir Sidney Smith
and a small body of English sailors and ma-
rines. Bonaparte returned to Egypt in June,
1799, and in July attacked and almost anni-
hilated a Turkish force which had landed at
Aboukir.
Supreme in Trance. On August 22 he
abandoned the command of the army to
Kleber and sailed for France, having learned
that the Directory was in danger thiough
a Royalist rising and that the people were
longing for a return of some sort of order.
He secured the cooperation of his brother
Lucien, Talleyrand, Sieyes and others, and
by a sudden stroke he abolished the Direc-
tory on the 18th and 19th Brumaire (Novem-
ber 9 and 10). A new constitution was then
drawn up, chiefly by Sieyes, under which
Napoleon was made first consul, with Camba-
eeres and Lebmn as second and third con-
suls. From this time Napoleon was vir-
tually ruler of France.
His government was marked by sagacity,
activity and vigor in the administration of
civil affairs, by the proclamation of complete
freedom of religious worship, by the recon-
struction of the school system and by the
compilations of the famous body of laws
known as the Code Napoleon. But war was
his element, and in 1800 he resolved to strike
a blow at Austria. Having executed a daring
march into Italy across the Great Saint Ber-
nard, he defeated the Austrians at Marengo,
and after the decisive Battle of Hohenlinden
forced Austria to conclude peace by the
Treaty of Luneville. Treaties were subse-
  
file_0.wmf


quently concluded with Spain, Naples, the
Pope, Bavaria, Portugal, Russia and Turkey,
and finally, the Treaty of Amiens was signed
by England. In 1802 Napoleon was pro-
claimed by a decree
of the senate con-
sul for life, and in
1804	he had  him-
self crowned as em-
peror,    nearly    3,-
000,000    votes    of
the   people   being
given  in  favor  of
this measure.
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Reorganization
of Europe. In 1803
war had again
broken out with
Great Britain, and
Napoleon collected
an army and flotilla
which were to in-
vade England. In
1805	Britain, Russia, Austria and  Sweden
united against Napoleon, who marched at
once across Bavaria at the head of the army
collected for the invasion of England  and
compelled  the  Austrian  General  Mack to
capitulate at Ulm.    This surrender occurred
on the day before Nelson by his great victory
at Trafalgar established the British suprem-
acy on the  sea.    In  November,  Napoleon
entered Vienna, and in the following month
he completely routed the allied Russian and
Austrian armies at Austerlitz.   This was one
of his greatest victories, and the Austrian
emperor immediately sued for peace, giving
up to France all his Italian and Adriatic
territories.
Napoleon now turned to the organization
of the territory which had come into his
power. Early in 1806, a French army occu-
pied the continental part of the Neapolitan
states, and Joseph Bonaparte was declared
king, on the deposition of their former sover-
eign. Another brother of the emperor,
Louis, became king of Holland, and various
districts in Germany and Italy were erected
by the conqueror into dukedoms and be-
stowed upon his most successful generals.
This brought him into collision with Prussia,
and war was declared. Late in 1806 Napo-
leon defeated the enemy at Jena, while one
of his generals on the same day gained the
victory of Auerstadt. These were two of
his most important victories.

